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La Logique Morbide. L’Analyse Mental. Par N. Vasciude, Chef dcs 

Travaux du Laboratoirc de Psychologic Experimenlale ct Cl. Vurtas, 

Interne des Asiles de la Seine. F. R. de Rudcval et Cie. Paris. G. E. 

Stechert, N. Y. 

Morbid analytical mind states are common symptoms in the young 
of all nations. Among certain races the tendency to exaggerated emotional 
states persists with greater frequency than with others. It is with the 
study of these minds that are inclined to morbid introspection that the 
present volume concerns itself. 

The authors have discussed with brilliancy the habit of morbid 
psychological rumination which touches so closely on minor mental alien¬ 
ations. They lay stress on four types—full clinical studies of which make 
up an integral part of the book. 

In the first type the introspective patient concentrates his morbid 
analyses more particularly on some part of the mechanism of his body. 
He dissects his various symptoms at great length and makes mountainous 
forecasts on mole hill actualities. 

A second series develops a complete confusion of ideas, between 
his thoughts themselves and the objects of his thought. Ilis ego becomes 
compounded in the caprices of his association of ideas. 

A third group exaggerates all that happens about him. All that he 
sees and hears, the slightest words and gestures have great significance. 
They arrive at a state of ideational vertigo—everything making it neces¬ 
sary for them to think it out. 

A fourth class develop typical states of metaphysical delirium. 

From their studies the authors develop some very suggestive ideas 
interpretative of mental disagregation. The volume is well worth reading. 

Jelliffe. 

Les Phknomnes Psychioues. Reciieroties, Observations, Metiiodes. 

Par. J. Maxwell. Doctcur en medicine. Avocat general pres la 

Cour d’ appel de Bordeaux. Felix Alcan. Paris, 5 fr. 

It is not often that one finds an author with the courage of his con¬ 
victions, who at the same time in advocating the claims of an unpopular 
cause, can seem to detach himself from the animosities of debate and 
from the heat of discussion and calmly present his views as the products 
of what he believes to be scientific inquiry. 

The present work appeals to us from this standpoint if no other in 
that while the author is a firm believer in the general laws of psychical 
phenomena, and is a literal follower of the school of “table knocking,” 
planchette, levitation, clairvoyance, etc., he admits the possibility of his 
being mistaken while showing why he does not think himself imposed 
upon. 

As for the book itself we do not remember having read as clear an 
exposition of the general series of happenings that marshall under the 
head of Psychic Phenomena as is here to be found. The work is at once 
a guide and a summary of exploration in this region of twilight of con¬ 
sciousness, where misinterpretation, deception, and suggestion arc so prone 
to prove the ignes fatui of the majority of students. 

The author’s study of simulations and deceptions is particularly full and 
pertinent, and if we approach the subject with the severely skeptical atti- 
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tude so rife among so called scientists, we cannot resist the force of the 
argument for good faith on reading these chapters. 

The book is certainly interesting and suggestive although it fails to 
carry conviction to the individual reviewer. 

S. E. J. 

Jaiiresbericht UB15R die Leistungen und Fortsciiritte auf dem Gebiete 
der Neurologie uni) PsvctHiATRiE. Dr. Eli. Flatau, Dr. E. Mendel 
and Dr. L. Jacobson. Vol. V. Bericht iiber das Jahr, 1901. S. 
Karger. 

We have been late in our review of Volume V. of this splendid work 
but we hope thereby to repair a fault by our steadfast enthusiasm con¬ 
cerning this indispensable year book. If workers in neurology would 
save the few dollars they spend in year books of other manufacture in 
which the subjects of their interests are so inadequately covered and get 
this they will never regret it. 

In view of the monumental character of the work we feel that one 
of the duties of those working in the sphere of nervous and mental 
diseases is to encourage as far as possible such a publication that it may 
continue to be of use to ourselves and to our patients. It is the only 
year book worth the while in the specialty, apart from our current lead¬ 
ing journals, and $8.00 is well spent in its purchase. 

The present volume differs in no essential regard from its predeces¬ 
sors. It is marked by the same faithful summary of the facts relative 
to the various topics germane to neurological medicine. We again offer 
our thanks to editors, assistants and publishers alike for offering the pro¬ 
fession so useful a volume. 

Jeluffe. 

The American Year-Book of Medicine and Surgery for 1904. A Yearly 
Digest of Scientific Progress and Authoritative Opinion in all branches 
of Medicine and Surgery. Arranged under the editorial charge of 
George M. Gould, A. M., M. 1). In two volumes. Volume I, Gen¬ 
eral Medicine. W. B. Saunders & Co. 

The American Year-Book lias been before the reading public for many 
years. It is a very useful volume. 

Speaking from the standpoint of the student of nervous and mental 
disease it is extremely inadequate. This is particularly true for the section 
on mental diseases. Here nine papers arc reviewed—all of them of com¬ 
paratively trivial importance in view of the very large number of extremely 
interesting contributions which have been made during the past year in 
the subject matter of psychiatry. We had the same criticism to make of 
the section of mental diseases last year and cannot find any improve¬ 
ment in this present volume. 

The percentage of mental disease to other diseases in the community 
is far higher than the amount of space devoted to it in this year-book. 

Nervous diseases, apart from mental disorders are represented in 
from 4-5 per cent, of the community. From the statistical point of view 
alone the less than 3 per cent, of space in the American Year-Book devoted 
to both subjects is not adequate. 

For the general practitioner the summary on nervous diseases will be 
found useful. For the large number of men who make the subject a 
specialty or who are interested in Institution work, and there are thousands 
of them, this summary will prove a disappointment. May we hope for 
better things in the next volume. Pope. 

La Nature Syphilitique et la Curabilite du Tabes et de la Parai.ysie 
Gknkrai.e. Par L. E. Leredde. Paris 1903. 

In summing up the conclusions of this work the author says: “The 



